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Barronelle Stutzman, Washington Florist Who Rejected
Gay Couple, Faces Lawsuit From State Attorney General
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A attorney genera, it is my job t enfoos th laws o th sate o Washington; ‘B
Ferguson i quoted by KIRO News s saying

HTM/). "Under the Consumer
Protection Act, it is unlawful to discriminate against customers on the basis of
sexual orientation. If a business provides a product or service to opposite-sex
couples for their weddings, then it must provide same-sex couples the same product
or service.”

The Attorney General's Office is
reportedly seeking (http://q13fox.com
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1000s Wondering.. Watch Video.

 ConsumerWeb Updetes.com As the Times points out, however,

swainknere  Stutzman's attorney JD Bristol has
argued claims that his client is

anti-gay are "nonsense,” noting, “This is about gay marriage, it's not about a person
being gay. She has a conscientious objection to homosexual marriage, not
homosexuality.”
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In March, i-Ci s i

/06/2300 £l h html) reported that Robert
Ingersoll and his partner Curt Freed had sought out Stutzman's arrangements for
their forthcoming September wedding. The loyal Arlene’s Flowers and Gifts
customers were shocked when Stutzman turned them down.

“He said he decided to get married, and before he got through | grabbed his hand
and seic, ) am sorry. | can't do your wedding because of my relationship with Jesus
Christ," Stutzman told KEPR (http://www keprtv.

i 5500961 i This s the unly
wedding Stutzman has turned down in 37 years.

As the Herald reports, Ingersoll said Stutzman’s reaction "really hurt," noting,
“There was never a question she'd be the one to do our flowers. She does amazing
work."

The case mirfors that of an Oregon-based lesbian couple, who were turned auay
froma local balery bitp:/.

dding-cake_n_2615563.html) when they sought a

wedding cake.

“I believe that marriage is a religious institution ordained by God." Aaron Klein,

who owns Sweet Cakes Bakery with his wuie Melissa, M@m@
katu bal k-the.law-when-
I 450071 Specifying that he
does not consider himself to be anti-gay - "I'l sell [gay people] stuff..."lltalk to

them, it's fine" -- Klein also noted, "I'd rather have my kids see their dad stand up
for what he believes in than to see him bow down because one person complained.”

Similarly, in November 2011, a lesbian couple was denied a wedding cake
’ i Com/2011/11/14i ddi ke-lesh

couple_n_1092789.html) by the Christian owner of an lowa-based bakery. "1 didn't
do the cake because of my convictions for their lifestyle,” Victoria Childress, who
runs hr bakery from home. told KCCI-TV at the time (htto: fewcz com
/Wedding-Cake-Battl K 357770/7310176

- "Itis my right, and it's not to discriminate against them.
1t's not so much to do with them, it's to do with me and my walk with God and
what I will answer [to] Him for."
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wedding dresses should without doubt be required to sellto all. 'm just not sure, when it
involves a much lengthier intimate consultancy.

Please don't attack, I'm just thinking it through.
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