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The Washington state-based florist who refused to provide flowers for a gay
wedding (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/03/07/arlenes-flower-shop-gay-
wedding-washington_n_2828195.html) is now facing a lawsuit from the state
attorney general.

The Seattle Times reports (http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews
/2020743969_floristlawsuitxml.html) that Barronelle Stutzman, owner of Arlene’s
Flowers and Gifts, had been asked by Attorney General Bob Ferguson to reconsider
her decision and comply with the state's anti-discrimination laws before the lawsuit
was filed.

"As attorney general, it is my job to enforce the laws of the state of Washington,"
Ferguson is quoted by KIRO News as saying (http://www.kirotv.com/news/news
/ag-files-lawsuit-against-florist-refused-service-s/nXHTM/). "Under the Consumer
Protection Act, it is unlawful to discriminate against customers on the basis of
sexual orientation. If a business provides a product or service to opposite-sex
couples for their weddings, then it must provide same-sex couples the same product
or service."

The Attorney General's Office is
reportedly seeking (http://q13fox.com
/2013/04/09/state-files-suit-against-
florist-for-refusing-to-sell-flowers-
for-gay-wedding/#axzz2Q4Mx6Ew6)
a permanent injunction that would
require Stutzman's business to
comply with the state's consumer
protection laws, as well as $2,000 in
fines for every violation of the law.

As the Times points out, however,
Stutzman's attorney JD Bristol has
argued claims that his client is

anti-gay are "nonsense," noting, "This is about gay marriage, it’s not about a person
being gay. She has a conscientious objection to homosexual marriage, not
homosexuality."

In March, the Tri-City Herald (http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2013/03
/06/2300728/richland-flower-shop-turns-away.html) reported that Robert
Ingersoll and his partner Curt Freed had sought out Stutzman's arrangements for
their forthcoming September wedding. The loyal Arlene’s Flowers and Gifts
customers were shocked when Stutzman turned them down.

“He said he decided to get married, and before he got through I grabbed his hand
and said, ‘I am sorry. I can't do your wedding because of my relationship with Jesus
Christ,’" Stutzman told KEPR (http://www.keprtv.com/news/local/Florist-refuses-
to-service-same-sex-marriage-195500961.html?tab=video&c=y). This is the only
wedding Stutzman has turned down in 37 years.

As the Herald reports, Ingersoll said Stutzman's reaction "really hurt," noting,
"There was never a question she'd be the one to do our flowers. She does amazing
work."

The case mirrors that of an Oregon-based lesbian couple, who were turned away
from a local bakery (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/04/aaron-klein-
oregon-bakery-owner-lesbian-wedding-cake_n_2615563.html) when they sought a
wedding cake.

"I believe that marriage is a religious institution ordained by God," Aaron Klein,
who owns Sweet Cakes Bakery with his wife Melissa, is quoted as saying
(http://www.katu.com/news/business/Did-a-baker-break-the-law-when-denying-
service-to-same-sex-couple-189450071.html?tab=video&c=y). Specifying that he
does not consider himself to be anti-gay -- "I'll sell [gay people] stuff...I'll talk to
them, it's fine" -- Klein also noted, "I'd rather have my kids see their dad stand up
for what he believes in than to see him bow down because one person complained."

Similarly, in November 2011, a lesbian couple was denied a wedding cake
(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/14/iowa-wedding-cake-lesbian-
couple_n_1092789.html) by the Christian owner of an Iowa-based bakery. "I didn't
do the cake because of my convictions for their lifestyle," Victoria Childress, who
runs her bakery from home, told KCCI-TV at the time (http://www.kcci.com
/Wedding-Cake-Battle-Brews-Between-Couple-Baker/-/9357770/7310176
/-/fwbjaw/-/index.html). "It is my right, and it's not to discriminate against them.
It's not so much to do with them, it's to do with me and my walk with God and
what I will answer [to] Him for."

(javscript:void(0))

307

(https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F
%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2F2013%2F04%2F10%2Fbarronelle-stutzman-washington-florist-
lawsuit-_n_3052301.html)

Share

60

(https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?lang=en&text=Florist+Who+Rejected+Gay+Grooms-
To-Be+Slapped+With+State+Lawsuit+http%3A%2F%2Fhuff.to%2F14XgEEq)

Tweet

0

(https://www.linkedin.com/cws/share?url=http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/04/10/barronelle-
stutzman-washington-florist-lawsuit-_n_3052301.html)

1203

Comment

Email Address

The Morning Email  Gay Voices

Get top stories and blog posts emailed to me each day..

Sign me up!

FRONT PAGE
(HTTP://W W W.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM )

1.7k

LikeLike

January 29, 2015

(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gay-voices)

Edition: U.S.    Follow Newsletters Huffington Post Search

iOS app (http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-huffington-post/id306621789?mt=8)

Android app (https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.huffingtonpost.android&hl=en) More (/big-news/#gay-voices)

Desktop Alerts Log in Create Account

96kLikeLike

Posted: 04/10/2013 10:30 am EDT Updated: 06/25/2013 2:14 pm EDT

Barronelle Stutzman, Washington Florist Who Rejected
Gay Couple, Faces Lawsuit From State Attorney General

Barronelle Stutzman, Washington Florist Who Rejected Gay Couple, Face... http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/04/10/barronelle-stutzman-washingt...

1 of 4 1/29/2015 3:21 PM



You May Like

1.  Two Lesbians Raised A Baby And This Is What
They Got 6 months ago live.huffingtonpost.com HuffingtonPost.com (AOL)
huffpost live

2.  My First Lesbian Encounter 'Opened My Eyes
To A Whole... a year ago live.huffingtonpost.com HuffingtonPost.com (AOL)
same-sex

Around the Web

 Florist sued for refusing service to gay couple (http://www.komonews.com/news/local
/Florist-sued-for-refusing-service-to-gay-couple-202241361.html)

 State sues florist over refusing service for gay wedding (http://seattletimes.com
/html/localnews/2020743969_floristlawsuitxml.html)

 Attorney General Files Complaint Against Richland Florist (http://www.kvewtv.com/article
/2013/apr/09/attorney-general-files-complaint-against-richland-/)

 Attorney General sues Arlene's Flowers for discrimination (http://www.tri-cityherald.com
/2013/04/09/2349489/attorney-general-sues-arlenes.html)

 A Flower Shop Is Refusing to Do Business with a Gay Couple Getting Married ...
(http://www.thestranger.com/seattle/bigotry-in-bloom/Content?oid=16232163)

Conversations

315 people are discussing this article with 1,255 comments

Comments are closed on this entry.

MORE:

ALSO ON HUFFPOST:

Washington State Gay Marriage, Gay, Barronelle Stutzman, Washington State, Anti Gay
Discrimination, Arlene's Flower, Marriage Equality, Gay Marriage, Gay Discrimination, Gay Rights, Same Sex
Marriage, Washington, Homophobia, Civil Rights, Arlene's Flower Discrimination, Gay and Lesbian
Weddings, Gay Marriage, Gay Issues, Weddings

Suggest a correction

Facebook social plugin

Highlighted Most Recent Oldest Most Faved My Conversations

(/social
/wtf2009?action=comments)

wtf2009 (/social/wtf2009?action=comments) 6
440 Fans

"This is about gay marriage, it’s not about a person being gay. She has a
conscientious objection to h.o.m.o.s.e.x.u.a.l. marriage, not h.o.m.o.s.e.x.u.a.l.i.t.y..."

What? That's one awesome pretzel there. I love to hear the attorney explain that to
the judge.
10 APR 2013 1:22 PM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/WTF2009/BARRONELLE-
STUTZMAN-WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_243909617.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

16 PEOPLE IN THE CONVERSATION Read Conversation →

(/social
/RoscoeWrites?action=comments)

RoscoeWrites (/social/RoscoeWrites?action=comments) 3
22 Fans

It's getting to the point where these Christian businesses are going to have to
clearly post signs saying GAYS NOT ALLOWED.
10 APR 2013 10:45 AM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/ROSCOEWRITES
/BARRONELLE-STUTZMAN-WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_243857441.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

(/social
/EmmaDarian?action=comments)

Emma Darian (EmmaDarian) (/social/EmmaDarian?action=comments) 10
2,109 Fans · All in all, I'm loving every rise and fall (RHCP)

This florist could have had one and it wouldn't help her. The law does not allow her
to turn away business on the basis of sexual orientation.
10 APR 2013 10:55 AM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/EMMADARIAN/BARRONELLE-
STUTZMAN-WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_243861082.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

9 PEOPLE IN THE CONVERSATION Read Conversation →

(/social
/Rune321?action=comments)

Rune Burnz (Rune321) (/social/Rune321?action=comments) 11
233 Fans · when the rich wage war its the poor that die

i hope this flower shop looses and looses big. and the other states which have had
other businesses denying services to LGBTs begin to prosecute. if the states nip
this early other businesses won't try it. if they delay it will be a real problem with a
lot of psudo-christians trying the same trick.
10 APR 2013 7:49 AM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/RUNE321/BARRONELLE-
STUTZMAN-WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_243800367.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

(/social
/montemike721?action=comments)

Mary Devlin (montemike721) (/social/montemike721?action=comments)
177 Fans · hung vers top

i hate to nit pick, but you do realize it's spelled loses
10 APR 2013 8:30 AM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/MONTEMIKE721/BARRONELLE-
STUTZMAN-WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_243812790.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

(/social
/Bansaw?action=comments)

Bansaw (/social/Bansaw?action=comments)
5 Fans

I think we all have to agree that there are a significant number of people in the US
who believe that a man marrying a man is morally wrong in the eyes of God and

Close 1  of  8    LBGT Service Cases

AP

Next

Barronelle Stutzman, Washington Florist Who Rejected Gay Couple, Face... http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/04/10/barronelle-stutzman-washingt...

2 of 4 1/29/2015 3:21 PM



14 PEOPLE IN THE CONVERSATION Read Conversation →

they will not be forced into disobeying God. She has served this guy in the past and worked
with gay people, it just needs understanding that people like her will never be forced into
dishonoring God.
11 APR 2013 10:04 AM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/BANSAW/BARRONELLE-STUTZMAN-
WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_244145456.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

(/social
/TheAntiOkie?action=comments)

TheAntiOkie (/social/TheAntiOkie?action=comments) 10
2,365 Fans · No more hurting people...Martin Richard

Then she needs to stop being in business in a state with non-discrimination laws
because she's going to be paying a lot of fines for her bigotry and hate.

11 APR 2013 10:50 AM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/THEANTIOKIE/BARRONELLE-
STUTZMAN-WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_244161534.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

18 PEOPLE IN THE CONVERSATION Read Conversation →

(/social
/balmora?action=comments)

Dan Abernathy (balmora) (/social/balmora?action=comments) 1
SUPER USER · 458 Fans · Liberals = feel good solutions that don't work

I believe in freedom of association.
10 APR 2013 9:14 AM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/BALMORA/BARRONELLE-
STUTZMAN-WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_243827071.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

(/social
/Fang11?action=comments)

Fang11 (/social/Fang11?action=comments) 8
11 Fans

In private life, sure. But this is regarding providing a service to the public.
10 APR 2013 9:23 AM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/FANG11/BARRONELLE-
STUTZMAN-WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_243830033.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

4 PEOPLE IN THE CONVERSATION Read Conversation →

(/social
/Dawn1257?action=comments)

Dawn D. (Dawn1257) (/social/Dawn1257?action=comments) 18
41 Fans · The Constitution lives and breaths for us all.

If these people have such strong "religious" convictions, how many weddings have
they done where one or the other of the intended's were previously divorced?

This is where they will lose in their defense in court.
10 APR 2013 10:57 AM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/DAWN1257/BARRONELLE-
STUTZMAN-WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_243861780.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

(/social
/mercury613?action=comments)

Jeff A. (mercury613) (/social/mercury613?action=comments) 4
SUPER USER · 517 Fans · In the blue TV screen light

EXACTLY.
10 APR 2013 11:09 AM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/MERCURY613/BARRONELLE-
STUTZMAN-WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_243866073.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

20 PEOPLE IN THE CONVERSATION Read Conversation →

(/social
/Diana_Scrimger?action=comments)

Diana_Scrimger (/social/Diana_Scrimger?action=comments) 2
45 Fans

This also means that Hetrosexual couples could also sue if they are refused by a
Homosexual florist. The law seems to work for only some of the people!
10 APR 2013 11:12 AM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/DIANA_SCRIMGER
/BARRONELLE-STUTZMAN-WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_243866959.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

(/social
/ChristianLady1?action=comments)

ChristianLady H. (ChristianLady1) (/social/ChristianLady1?action=comments)
830 Fans · Love wins :-)

If they are refused on the basis of their sexual orientation, yes.
10 APR 2013 11:18 AM (HTTP://WWW.HUFFINGTONPOST.COM/SOCIAL/CHRISTIANLADY1
/BARRONELLE-STUTZMAN-WASHINGTON-FLORIST-LAWSUIT-_N_3052301_243868897.HTML)

FAVE SHARE MORE

6 PEOPLE IN THE CONVERSATION Read Conversation →

(/social
/owenme09?action=comments)

owenme09 (/social/owenme09?action=comments) 17
SUPER USER · 163 Fans · Hol van a macska? A macska dobozban van!

"She has a conscientious objection to homosexual marriage, not homosexuality."
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"I believe that marriage is a religious institution ordained by God," Aaron Klein is
quoted as saying.
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I'm really not disagreeing with everyone's disgust and anger at how this wonderful
couple was treated.

But, let me pose this hypothetical.

Fred Phelps pastor/founder of the WBC (westboro baptist church) is getting married,
and goes to the best wedding planner in Kansas, who happens to be a gay man.

Should the wedding planner be required to perform such an intimate service for
someone who lives to destroy his existence?

As an independent lighting consultant in the 90's I stopped doing work for most
churches, because I had qualms about enabling them to continue spewing the hatred
they were spewing at the time. It made me literally sick to the stomach, to even go
into a church that hated me, and my brothers and sisters. Was I wrong to turn down
that business? (I really want to know what people think on this).

I have absolutely no doubt whatsoever that any business selling cakes or flowers or
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wedding dresses should without doubt be required to sell to all. I'm just not sure, when it
involves a much lengthier intimate consultancy.

Please don't attack, I'm just thinking it through.
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I think I agree with you......... I kind of wish the bigots would hang some symbol so I
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